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OLABUD DOOGETHU JUSTICE REINVESTMENT PROJECT 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.07 pm]: I rise to commend the exceptional work of 
Aboriginal leaders and the Shire of Halls Creek in their creation of the Olabud Doogethu justice reinvestment 
project. Olabud Doogethu, which is Kriol for “all of us together”, is a partnership between the Shire of Halls Creek 
and 11 Aboriginal communities and is supported by Social Reinvestment WA. 

In 2018, Aboriginal elders and members of those 11 communities came together to talk about the problems facing 
their communities and to design avenues to address them. As night falls in Halls Creek, many youths take to the 
streets, often because of the challenges faced at home. Boredom, hunger and hopelessness lead kids to commit crimes 
and other antisocial behaviour. To tackle this, in May 2019 Olabud Doogethu launched the youth engagement night 
officers initiative. Made up of local community leaders, the night officers patrol the streets and, with intimate 
knowledge of those kids, support them and their families. The kids respect them and feel safe with them. The night 
patrol is combined with a family support network, which works with the kids, their parents and families the next day 
to link them with support services to try to address some of the underlying challenges they face. 

The results of this locally designed initiative are stunning. In addition to creating Aboriginal employment opportunities 
and empowering local leaders, Olabud Doogethu has achieved a 58 per cent reduction in burglaries, a 35 per cent 
reduction in stolen motor vehicles and a 28 per cent reduction in stealing offences. I am pleased to say that the 
McGowan government will now fund the night patrol program under the Kimberley juvenile justice strategy. 

Earlier this year, Olabud Doogethu mobilised a doorknocking initiative to educate the community about COVID-19 
and the measures they could take to protect their families. The youth engagement night officers’ work is just 
one important part of circuit-breaking the cycle of crime, so the community can begin to respond to the underlying causes 
of offending. It is an excellent example of place-based justice reinvestment. The next phase of Olabud Doogethu 
is an alternative education certificate III program incorporating learning on country elements. 

I commend the inspirational work of Olabud Doogethu. I am confident that its important initiatives will continue 
to empower local communities and improve the wellbeing of young people in Halls Creek. 
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